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partial and inadequate expressions of their true nature. These
forms are, as in the Hindu theism, assumed by the Divine for
the sake of the worshippers, sadhakanam hitarthaya. 'The
bodhisattva has in his innermost bowels/ says Asanga,
'love for creatures, as one has love for an only son. As a
dove cherishes her young and stays to take them under her
wing, even so is the Compassionate One with creatures which
are his children.' The bodhisattvas act as intermediaries
between the Buddha state and the world.1

The bodhisattvas, Avalokitesvara and Manjusri are the
personifications of kindness and knowledge. Avalokitesvara
is often accompanied by a female figure Tara, who is adored
as a female bodhisattva. Avalokitesvara assumes many
shapes as the God of mercy, Manjusri is pictured as having
in his hand the sword of knowledge and a book. Next to
these two is Maitreya, also called the Ajita, the unconquered.
There are several other bodhisattvas. They all bend
lovingly over suffering humanity to obtain for it freedom
from sorrow.2

The Mahayana teaching is in consonance with the spirit
of Indian religion in that it is large enough to include an
endless variety of symbolic representations of the Absolute.
It makes use of the Hinayana doctrine for those who are not
yet ready for the larger vision. There are many ways in
which the ignorant may be led into the truth. Its tolerance
of many symbols as varied expressions of the deeper reality
enabled the Mahayana faith to adapt itself to new conditions.
Its metaphysics and religion have developed under the power-
ful influence of Hinduism. Several gods and goddesses
of the Hindu pantheon have been taken over. Nirvana is

1.    Cp. Plato's doctrine.  In the Phcsdrus and Symposium the First Principle
is seated, above all height and, * beyond existence' (Republic).   It moves the
wills of men by intermediaries, gods or else daemons,   beings midway
between human and divine, immortals but dwellers on earth like Diotima's
Eros.

2.   There is also the view that behind the universe are three manifestations
of the spirit, the underlying Absolute, its embodiment in Isvara and the
same in action, answering to God the Father, God the Son and God the
Holy Spirit.